PRAYERS:

* Lord Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross to take my sins away so that one
day, | can live in Heaven with You.

* Heavenly Father, send Your holy angels to watch over me, my family and
friends. Keep us safe in our bodies, and keep our eyes and hearts always fo-
cused on You.

* Holy Spirit, make my faith strong. When | am afraid, remind me that You are
with me. Give me the courage to tell other people about You.

e Dear Jesus, protect the children and families in Haiti. When Satan and crimi- Devoﬁon/Cha pe| Resources
nals cause harm, send Your angels to protect the people. Open our eyes to

see ways that we can help our Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ. Send Your
Holy Spirit to work through the Bible books we will send to Haiti, so that many
people will believe in You and can be reminded how much You love them.

OPENING SONG: “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” (Lutheran Service Book #919)

1. Abide, O dearest Jesus, among us with Your grace
That Satan may not harm us nor we to sin give place.

2. Abide with richest blessings among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom grow daily through Your Word.

3. Abide with your protection among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us and overcome at length.

4. Abide, O faithful Savior among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us to reach our home above.

More options: Have No Fear, Little Flock (LSB #735)
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb (LSB #740)
Children of the Heavenly Father (LSB #725)

HELP ‘4‘ HAIT’ Onward, Christian Soldiers (LSB #662)
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RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-12

Group 1: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow
of the Almighty.

Group 2: | will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom |
frust.”

Group 1: Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place — the Most
High, who is my refuge —

Group 2: no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.

Group 1: For He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all
your ways.

Group 2: On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a
stone.

Together: My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom | frust!

SCRIPTURE READ'NGS 2 Kings 6: 15-18

Background: God's people, the Israelites, and the country of Syria were at
war. The king of Syria would lay traps for the Israelites, but every time, God would
tell His prophet, Elisha, about the traps, and Elisha would then warn the king of
Israel. So Syria’s plans did not work, and the king of Syria was enraged because
the Israelites kept escaping. When he found out that Elisha was the one who was
telling the Israelites how to escape, the king of Syria sent his army to surround Eli-
sha and capture him. In 2 Kings, chapter 6, God tells us:

When Elisha's servant rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an
army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas,
my master! What shall we do?2” '“Elisha said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are
with us are more than those who are with them.” "Then Elisha prayed and said,
“O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the Lord opened the eyes of
the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire all around Elisha. '8And when the Syrians came down against him,
Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Please strike this people with blindness.” So he
struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha.

DEVOTION: What Are You Afraid Of?

What are you afraid of2 We're all afraid of something. Maybe you get scared
when you're in your bed alone at night, and it's dark all around. Maybe you're
afraid of being in high places, or of dogs, or of getting sick. Lots of people are
afraid to die. So what are YOU afraid of?

In our Bible reading today, we heard about a scary time for God's people,
the Israelites. They were at war with the country of Syria, a nation of very fierce
warriors. In those days, when you were in a war, all kinds of bad things could
happen. If you were on the losing side, the enemy could make you their slave,
and they would take all your money and goods. In the fighting, you or someone
you love could be injured or even killed. So when Elisha’s servant looked out and
saw that their house was surrounded by an army, we can understand why he
was scared! But Elisha has a message that we hear so often from God: “Don’t
be afraid.” And then...wow!ll God opened Elisha’s servant’s eyes to see not just
the army of men who surrounded them, but God's HUGE army of horses, chariots
and angels that were surrounding THEM! Elisha and his servant did not need to be
afraid, because God had sent His holy angels to guard and protect them.

Just like in Elisha's day, sin — our own sins, and the sins that other people com-
mit — make a lot of troubles in our world. We can see that in our own lives, when
we are mean to each other, or people we love are in the hospital, or when our
parents fight. As part of our mission project, we've been learning about the hard
times in Haiti, where families don't have enough food, or they lose their homes, or
gangs of bad guys take their stuff and threaten their lives.

But also just like in Elisha’'s day, God sends His holy angels to guard and pro-
tect you (and His children in Haitil), every hour of every day. Even though our
eyes can't see them, there is an army of angels who keep watch over us during
the fimes when we're most afraid. Whenever you are worried, you can pray fo
God for help. His answer to you is the same answer He gave Elisha’s servant:
“Don’'t be afraid.” Don't be afraid, because God loves you and cares for you.
Don't be afraid, because Jesus loves you so much that He died for you, and He
will take you to heaven to live with Him. Let us share this Good News not only in
Haiti, but with all our friends and family!



